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Applicants: 



EZUMI, et al. 



Serial No.: 



10/058,957 




Filed: 



January 30, 2002 



For: 



FRICTION STIR WELDING METHOD 



Group: 



1725 



Examiner: 



Z. Pittman 



AMENDMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



July 24, 2003 



Sir: 



In response to the Office Action mailed February 24, 2003, please amend the 
above-identified application as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claim 9 without prejudice or disclaimer, and amend the claims 
remaining in the application as follows: 

1. (Amended) A friction stir welding method comprising: 

conducting friction stir welding of at least first and second members, the at 

least first and second members forming a joint line, the friction stir welding being 

performed using a rotary tool along the joint line; 

retreating said rotary tool from said at least first and second members being 

welded, when said rotary tool, moving along the joint line, reaches a position where 
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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
Mi claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS, This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . EI This communication is responsive to papers fiied 7/23/04 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) Is/are 1-11 and 16-27 . 

3. S The drawings filed on 30 January 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) B All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. S Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received In this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) since a specific 
reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78. 
(a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 andVor 121 since a specific reference was included 
in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements noted 
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(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

(b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed which has been approved by the Examiner. 

(c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of Paper No. . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84{c» should be written on the drawings In the front (not the back) of 
each sheet Replacement 6heet(s) should be labeled as such In the margin according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

3. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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